
WOODY’S WORLD 

Crofton Woods  
Elementary School 

 
410-721-1054 / 410-222-5805 

Health Room - 410-721-5370  

School Website 

School Hours:   
9:05AM — 3:30PM 

January 

1: Happy New Year!  
School closed 
 
8: PTA Meeting 7pm 
 
15: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Birthday- School closed 
 
29 & 30: End of second marking 

period - 2 hour early 
dismissal 

 
31: School closed for students -

teacher workday 
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Principal’s Message 

New Year, New Day, New  
 

Beginnings...there’s nothing like the feeling of a fresh start! 

It’s so easy to think of time just flying by, and it does! The 
truth is there is nothing particularly magical about the start of the New Year, but 
it does feel that way. So we can use this demarcation in time to our advantage. 
As human beings a new year gives us an opportunity to reassess our priorities 
and realign our beliefs with our actions. This goes beyond the typical notion of a 
resolution. We all know that resolutions are easily discarded. But a real 
commitment to living our lives with purpose and intent is lasting and meaningful. 
So what does that have to do with school? Well we have to assess what we do as 
a school constantly to make sure we are acting in harmony with our beliefs. We 
believe that all kids can learn. Simple but true.  
What do we do to that end? If we are living with purpose, we make sure that we 
are meeting the needs of all our students and adjusting to what they need 
instead of making them adjust to what we plan. If we are true to our principles 
we are not satisfied with students who haven’t learned what they should be 
learning, and are equally not satisfied with students who can be learning more 
than we are teaching. So this fresh start is a great place to make sure we do what 
we believe. We also believe that true learning goes well beyond taking a test at 
one given moment in time, but we also know that day that is another important 
demarcation in time. The new year means that our test time quickly approaches 
and there can be no wasted minutes or lack of focus. This purposeful use of time 
energizes us and drive us forward. A fresh start can be a good place for us and 
our kids personally as we look at our friendships. Letting go of old ‘wrongs’ and 
offenses can be liberating, more for the one letting go than even for the one with 
whom you reconcile. Kids are such great examples for us of that very thing. In a 
kid’s world, something that may have been a big disagreement one day, can be 
gone in a flash and with a quick phrase, and a “Wanna play with me?” Kids can 
reestablish relationships with no thought to the past. Let’s all do that in the New 
Year! Let’s let go of any baggage that may have been brought along and ‘move 
on’! Most of all, a fresh start helps us to appreciate the blessings and riches we 
have. We have so much to work with! This school is full of beautiful and brilliant 
boys and girls, dedicated and committed talented staff, a lovely facility and a 
parent support community that is second to none. With those things in focus it 

really will be a Happy New Year and the best year ever!  Principal Birus 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/887


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Key to Your Child’s School Success 

 Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  Learning builds day by 
day.  Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational 
background – one that can only be gained through regular school 
attendance. 

 Here’s how you can improve your child’s school attendance: 

  Talk with your child about the importance of attending school regularly 

 A void scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school hours 

  Discuss with your child what happens at school each day 

  Support school rules 

  Show your child why education is important by giving specific examples of       
how education helps people succeed 

Research shows that attendance is the single most important factor in school 
success. 

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin    

ammartin2@aacps.org  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Has your child lost 
any items at school? 

 
The Lost and Found 

is located in the 

Cafeteria, stop by to 

take a look.  

 

 

 

The 2017 Crofton Woods Book Fair was a 

tremendous success.  Together we raised over 

$2500 for Media Center books and 

programs!!  Ms. Boyd-Miller would especially 

like to thank all of the volunteers who 

helped make the event so 

successful. 



Please remember the school 

day begins for students at 

9:05am.  

Students should be in their 

seats and ready to begin at 

that time.  

If students arrive after 

9:05am, they must be 

brought into the office and 

signed into school by a 

parent or guardian. 

 

 

A message from the School Nurse 

Students are allowed to have non-medicated (no 
menthol) cough drops and non-medicated chapstick 
in school. Be sure to have your child's name on his/
her items and keep in their locker till needed. Please 
talk to your children about the importance of not 
sharing these items with other students.  

Please provide a change of clothes for your child to keep in their locker. 
We have had several students without extra clothing (especially in the 
higher grades) have to sit and wait for parents to bring clothing while 
they miss classroom instruction time due to spills in the lunchroom, falls 
in puddles at recess, bathroom accidents, etc.  

It is the Board of Education and Health Departments policy that a 
student who has a temperature of 100.0F and above will be sent home. 
They must then be fever free for 24 hours without medication before 
returning to school. This is to ensure the health and safety of all 
students.  

Indoor or Outdoor Recess? Decisions!  Decisions!   

It’s always fun to watch the unpredictable weather here in Maryland!    

It is up to each school Principal, Assistant Principal, or designee to determine when it is appropriate 
to go outdoors for recess or stay indoors on a daily and even minute by minute basis; there is no 
central office guideline.  At Crofton Woods ES, we much prefer for students to go outside and have 
time to run and play.  Generally speaking, we will not go outdoors when it is raining; if it has rained 
recently, we may allow students to go outside and ask them to stay away from puddles or muddy 
areas until they are dry.   Occasionally, it’s not the actual temperature that might keep us from going 
out, but the ‘wind chill’ temperature. Sometimes we may let our older students go outside while the 
younger students might remain indoors.  So, students from different grades may have different 
experiences for recess that day.   In any case, your child should always be dressed with the 
anticipation that they WILL go outside for recess.  Once our weather turns cold, students need to 
have zip-able or Velcro-able coats, hats or a hood, and gloves or mittens.   

The second issue we have is that there are wide temperature variations inside our building.   It’s 
important that our students are dressed for the colder temperatures with layers that they can put on 
or take off as appropriate.   I know that students often want to continue to wear shorts, etc., even 
when the weather is cold, but we strongly discourage this practice.   We request that all students be 
dressed seasonally appropriate in preparation of any emergency.  For example, if there is a building 

evacuation, students must evacuate immediately 
without stopping to get their coats (AACPS Board 
Policy, Anne Arundel Fire Department Policy). 

We look forward to a wonderful winter and spring, 
hopefully with lots of warm, sunny days! 

 



Crofton Woods 

Elementary 

Vision Statement 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, responsible 

community providing 

engaging experiences 

and inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

February 2018 
 

1: Beginning of 3rd 

marking period 

 

5: PTA meeting 

 

7: 2 Hour early dismissal             

Professional Development 

 

8: Report Cards go home 

 

9: Field Trip: 3rd & 5th 

grades to Baltimore 

Symphony Orchestra 

 

19: School Closed  -                       

Presidents  Day  

 

Have you considered MyPaymentsPlus™ for your child’s 
lunch account? 
 
Even if you don’t make payments online, all parents are 
encouraged to create a MyPaymentsPlus™ account in 
order to: 

• View cafeteria balances anytime, from anywhere 
• See what your child is purchasing in the cafeteria 
• Set up alerts so you know when the balance is low 
• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account, 
online or with the MyPaymentsPlus™ mobile app 
 
Signing up is FREE and easy! 
• Visit www.mypaymentsplus.com 
• Click “Register a free account” 
• Add your children using 
their Student ID Number 
 

Daily 
 

 K 10:50-11:15 

 1st 11:20-11:45  

 2nd 11:50-12:15  

 3rd 12:20-12:45  

 4th  12:50-1:15  

 5th    1:20-1:45  

2 Hour Late Arrival 
 

 K 11:15-11:40 

 1st 11:45-12:10   

 2nd 12:15-12:40  

 4th  12:45-1:10   

 3rd    1:15-1:40  

 5th    1:45-2:10   

2 Hour Early Dismissal 

 K 10:35-11:00 

 1st 11:00-11:25   

 2nd 11:25-11:50  

 3rd  11:50-12:15   

 4th  12:15-12:40  

 5th  12:40-1:05   





Woodies, It’sWoodies, It’s cold outside!cold outside!  

The Crofton Woods Human Relations Committee will be collecting coats, 

and dark blue long-sleeve polo shirts to help students at an Annapolis area 

Elementary School. 

The clothing collection will run from  

Dec. 18th – Jan. 12th. 

Just drop your donation in one of the big boxes in the media center.   

We are also accepting monetary donations.  Let us shop    
for you!  Just put your money in an envelope marked        

Human Relations. 

 


